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Research progress on the mechanism of silibinin in preventing and treating diabetes and its complications
LIANG Menggiu, LI Lei, MENG Yangiu, WANG Haifeng, ZHANG Zhipeng, GAO Guozhu (School of
Pharmaceutical and Bioengineering, Shenyang University of Chemical Technology, Shenyang 110142, China)

ABSTRACT Silibinin is a kind of flavonoid extracted from the dried ripe fruit of Silybum marianum,a plant of compositae. It has
a variety of pharmacological activities and can effectively prevent and treat diabetes and its complications. This paper reviews the
research progress on the mechanism of silibinin in the prevention and treatment of diabetes and its complications. It is found that
silibinin can prevent and treat diabetes by up-regulating the expression of estrogen receptor-a, activating the duodenum-brain-liver
axis pathway and stabilizing the protein structure. It can prevent and cure the nervous system diseases of diabetes by activating
glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor/protein kinase A signal pathway and inhibiting the hyperphosphorylation of tau protein. It can
prevent and treat diabetic retinopathy by down-regulating the expression and activity of pro-inflammatory, pro-oxidative factors and
histone deacetylase 6. It can prevent diabetic nephropathy by activating protein kinase B signal pathway and reducing the level of
transforming growth factor-B., and prevent and treat diabete’s obesity by inhibition of hepatobiliary transporter CD36 expression,
and suppressing nuclear factor-«kB pathway and its downstream expression of pro-inflammatory cytokines (tumor necrosis factor-o
and interleukin-1pB) , etc.

KEYWORDS silibinin; diabetes; complications of diabetes; pharmacological target; mechanism of action
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W R A 28 78 LB A0 X B 72 RO I A R
AR TR T ARV HE IR M FLTIT i v i
B, AR SORE 7K W80 52 B TG0 RIS B LA DT e BT I
PIVEAILHI T T B
1 KKEIEFVERRHZ IR = R H AT e
1.1 LFAEEEZERE

B 2 L 451 17 58 ) RE B 15 S S BROBE DR A R 1) 0%
BT Fihed PR E IR 7 o (tumor necrosis factor-o, TNF-av)
41/ 18 (interleukin-18, IL-1B) fE {2 2 76 74 4
(reactive oxygen species, ROS) [/ , 1fif ROS Al il 31 B
YA, Fe 2 T BURIEB RN A B AN . MECR g
i 2 5 2 R AR %A fb 8% % 1k (oxidative phosphorylation,
OXPHOS) it i £ W) 45 B, 5% Wil ROS B4 7 A= i1 240 i U4
=1, Ty fE 38 2 32 1K o (estrogen receptor-a, ER-a ) 7] 3
Tk VOIS TR T 41 &R 2 A OC AT 2 (nuclear factor
erythroid 2-related factor 2,Nrf2) b i#H T8 LA+
MLZTZE N4 1 AR, 6] = BARR IR 75 (1) ROS A
G, DT RS I B i B 4 B A% 35 7, 412 2 JR i B 41 it v i)
[ 55 2 6 i, DAMERF i s

KR B ELAT 5 A A U 2R R 22 T IS T A
LLAR IS [ BS54, BF 55 2 1 DA 7K i 22 ) VR R 6 K
WAL DI BE , DA S A48 ER-o {5 5 AR I E AR
AT S0 K B B L HORE PRI D™ s s kB, KK
1] TE R 38 5 PR ER-o 38 L3RR R BRI A1 48 240 B 1A
T TNF-o FlIL-1B B /K-, Jf 38 1 s Nef2 S8 L5 5
T [ 1 TIOARE PR R BRI B 20 Nef2 K H R I RLON
Pyl £1 22 N0 4t 1 263k , DATTos /bS8 A0 7 8, E T O 4
K FRUBE AR B 4t A 5% INS-1 200 il e 32 o B A ] R /2
M7 F A 5 0 A A e M A e A
1.2 BiE+ 3505 A B ihim B

WE PRI P RRIE 2R RS SRR, 3573 Jirt PR JH O i
%5 B A Y (hepatic glucose production, HGP) 4 /i, & J5
PEIRE R CUEEDRE e e M 5L ) KT s 23 1)
Rl U2 s v il N ol L 1) =3 R A IR v
X2 A LR A S IR B (Canyh R el 2R ) it
SN, DG Ay e B4 2 2 W 15 2R G 2 ik & TR AR B 21 i
IR I 2R i - ) HGP AN 5 R U 2 (3=
B3 ISR R AR Rk k3 3 F N
A

RIS BRI TR S8 3k - 48 i ok p 20
JV 1 PR ZS AR B A B AICROA% , DTG 368 3 FH A o 2 A
22 Y 1) AR &% HA 00 HGP 55, JE T 30w S A=
(-Mo-J Al A2 )™ Xu A5 7K s o 2 A5t P 2o
VAL 7 2RI AT IR, 45 SR AR I, K TR T ARG N
8 - - P v B A L i DR T v AU 2R AR -1
Z 1K (glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor, GLP-1R) [1) # ik
RO AR AZ A 28 7T, AT 388 32 1 - k- P 400 ) 22 2
B | B 238 R DS 5 B 3B (glycogen synthase
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kinase-3@, GSK-3[3) . i 2 4l -6.- T 12 il 7111 1l 12 s 1 1A
PR R AL BA A R AR SR 271y , SO D I W T £
1.3 REZBREN

A SO R S BN B B RN = G, A

FEMA LT & A AR PR RE , e S 0B B 41

sz 2] ROS B, WHEEAWVEH R Z R A E N
JR % )t 2 PR e 6 I, S B 1 B A L I W — b e
A Amadori FFRE W), F5- 28 B — 20 AR AT i 4k 2
R, TE R i 35 0 I £ 22 2K 7= ) (advanced glycosylation
end products, AGEs) ; 7F (= [l B# 5%, AGEs ifi % 5 [a]
TELLUNER AR FBORRIE SO AT A

3 Ao e 7K g A S A G 1 R A R S H:
A AR TR ) 52 M) S 6 e B, 4 g A ] 28 IR AL 174 11 2
FURA TR 5 R 8 1 i — sk R A ARk H A
15 R LA [R) B 2 7 7K R 52 (50, 75,100,200
wg) W7 B ) A S R 5k L A BE SE AL A L A RS T
24.2% .26.3% .29.4% .37.8%, H (15 (1 IREREER T
SEBEIN P FE B B A TR X PR KR R A
WE5 8 45 A I BERT, ol LU (18R A e sz e
ANF 5w, ok S A K, 3 ) B 2R B K RO R A D
B R PRI I AORE T TR AT REA AN
2 JKXEIEEMERRH A E PRI AR ARV
2.1 KEEERTHERFHRERE

5 1 v R 5 A Ay A BT R T R R 3 AU FR e
(diabetes mellitus type 3, T3DM) i H 2 [H 2 . T3DM #f
A2 R w2 A ZE L, 55 1Bl T2DM A A 25 L 1
HEAROG , B2 R R 2 T A BT R g R . NI I U
3 #E £ K (human islet amyloid polypeptide , hIAPP) R 4E
TE LI I & B YE# #F £ 11 (amyloid-B, AR) X B 41l fiil
A EEPEVE R T e/ B 4 i ki , I i 175 3 A AL R
PR S AE M2 T2DM 19 &A= , TSR4£ Y hIAPP FRER 7R
BT 7R 2% T R B I R, 5 [ Lk 48 R i A,
fiff 5% & i, hIAPP W] {#i & 11 i i A (protein kinase A,
PKA) Fl GLP-1R #3235 7K T 9, DT {35 9 /D INS-1
2 1 IR 05 2R3 DA R 2 L PN R B R A T K TR T
YUY 3 S GLP-1R/PKA {5 538 (47 INS-1 4f g 4
3% hIAPP 75 S B T 0 5 ik — VR, S 7K TR B )
hIAPP/AB 53 (1) 40 i e M 2AA B A el H .

BRI hIAPP RAEHL, /K R a5 54 e %18 1 1 ] tau
B 1A B IR A R O A B IR A T 255 I R R /D B
H)2% 2] FHEAZ B 7, FF i 2 e 8 11 Tau B H
O e e PR A DGR 1, L B R Ak T S B
fife 5, P F o2 s L JT 5 28 o0 2 B R D) SR U
T MK R B AR 2R E AL 2 — =
il tau 2 R EBERR AL, T BB Z B S R 5 S
IH K, B INR 22 3244 (insulin receptor, IR) Fl I &
H: K K F 32 {4 (insulin-like growth factor-1 receptor, IGF-
1R FRIR , AT BEL LA s p 2896 2%
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22 KXBEBTHERFAMBRRTETRBERFES
SER

4 M £ Tk % B 6 (histone deacetylase 6,
HDACS) 52 fie #F #0 % f5 il 457 N7 3075 3 B 32 (stress-
induced premature senescence, SIPS ) FJ i i A+ =2 —F1,
TR D) 1ML 457 STP'S S M DR o PR Do) R0 I 65 s 728 W DR
ok A0 IO 0 8 2 AT JRE P DG BRSO et B . R K TR
T 0T AL IO RS L4 STP'S 114 5 MR S e v e L, 7K KB EEAE T
PR S AE AL Ak N -2 /K B[R], 2 1 400 o i
A1 M B A 3 5 LA BB D R B AR IC W B R IR, P
HDACSG [k FH £,

THE SRS B P 8 T G IR AR SRk i o, R PR P T
IR B AR RBURE EERINZ — . HadiiE, 40
TSR 5 M RS AR A G, 5 GIR & AE LR A
B S U1 W T o A =R 1 R R A ) N
F1 /i 3 (caspase-3) il caspase-9 f) 23Kk, 113X 2 Fl 25 FH 5
LRARIAT A DG, K H T AT RIS B 4 bk CL 2 A ¢
X 5 M (B-cell lymphoma-2 associated X protein, Bax) .
caspase-3 Fll caspase-9 Y FRIR K-, [FE LTI T4 M
B 21 ifd kB2 985 2 (B cell lymphoma 2, Bel-2) [ 2 ik 7K 3,
AT PR3P A0 I S 28 A0 ™, 33— 25 SR Sl 7K R 2
IR R T IR R AL T IEHE SR
2.3 KRB EIRITHERRER

W FRI% B9 (diabetic nephropathy , DN) &4 R i B
— AU I R AT , 2 R R LR B R Y 3R A
e B ol 2 B /NS B A = A 1) Pl SRR AR AR 3,
OB /INER T 8 0l P4 € 5 8 U B (protein kinase B,
Ak {58 BRI DT 2 B /NS R A T
X & B DN kAR JE ) 2 5 ), Liu 97
Al 77K R E X DN 520, 455 iRz A6 & Py R
PRIAEEARL/IN BRI T BER 254 IR 3R L LT AR 1 2R
7K S 2R A, Akt T Ui PRl 8 A 4 28 W 5 i
it} 3B (p-GSK-3B ) . Bax FllZfi# caspase-3 £ ik /b, B W
PN K RRATR , 8 A8 A B A Bt R A e T s Ak
il 7P e, E B 7K U 2 3l 2t T Ak {5 38 R
0] S A PR RO PR i

Bk Akt {5538 B A1, Ak A= K R F B (transforming
growth factor-B:, TGF-B,) )&% 5 DN & it 4 (1) %2
PR, L 2o A1 1 5 /NI R /NS ) J5 1 240 A 4/ 1) 4
B AR L -] B Abax 2 Fh o o sUEms™. mho
U], DN B E L TK R ERE R 2 A 5, H
TGF-B A4 5t Bt H i (triglyceride, TG) ZKF-FIR
H AR R R A W] T R, SR 7K R 22 R I DN AR
BEFRACE B AT = s R RS I e 4™
24 KEBEIEIRITHRERES I ENRES 8RR

A PRI AR S TR B B AIMER , PITE BR 240
IR A, QT 2L SRR R R T 22 1) B 1 T R 4
R AR B AN JE 2 T 350N B A M D RE R A, 4T
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GERRIRIR T KR o AT & B, KW 5 m] R AR
FI WA 1 p62 /K-, B2 55 A WA 1 Beclin-1 7K1 5 i
bR B —AME I LC3- 1T 5 LCs- T A HE, 1S
Bl WO, 38 3 O B AR R PR A I O 37 e HE
SR , i A A R

TEME PRI T BT P RE 9 B4 BRS F e, AGEs
SR E S R A T T XY kiR Bl A3
L2 5 T AGEsiE SN T/ & ALHl . Mao %51
TR A5 R, /KR B B ELHE 0] AGEs 3Z 1R -4 |
HA S L AR S5, T BH L AGEs 175 5 14 15 i 4 i
(MC3T3EL 0 YA T X 4rm /K Rl A7 i) B i
PRIGIRZS T IR BV 52 T E e 2540 o
25 K KBEIEIRITHER R AR

JIE e SR B K YA T ) R B IRk A 5 T
A T2DM Jj (A1) 80% ~90%"™ . A BF5E# R JH s B i
LA AL Jre /0N B TRY | P-4ty At g e T FE R g 40 i £
FHL SRR R KRBT EI6YT 2 F /N B AR ot 5t
AR T U Az B, I A i B 105 FR SR sk 2D, 2R
ZH 2 (HIMEE R 5 22 RN JReyB B D5 2020 9 1 7 HEFEURN
JE 7 20 B 4 ke 38 32 B AR R K TR A EE g
e T NG B B MU 12 & CD 36, {235 F A M
T A0 ] U i 0 62 B 5 I 3 1o 490 ) 4% X kB (nuclear
factor-kappa B, NF-«B) i i & H: '~ i {2 4 4f g [ +
TNF-o FTIL-1B FIK PR NRIK R K5 IR 21 4L
o SR SN, W N IR , A0S I AR S .
2.6 K XEIRAITHERFIERE

Ak T K5 1 8 W7 M % (non-alcoholic fatty liver
disease , NAFLD)5 T2DM % JIAH G , J& 2 BR B il 11912
PEIF , 17 T2DM fE#5 NAFLD B R R T, i %
S\ RN Sy S R AN N EiR € 50 7d ) || U = X S A
25 7 NAFLD FEERS P AR W5 28 64 & s AL, i
7KW B AR AP AR A Bl 4 i g A 2 i A i e
RTG Ko 58 K B, 7K T 22 m] 5 3 ek /D 22 i 1 —
i /2 #% B R 45 B 1[poly (ADP-ribose) polymerase-1,
PARP- 11135 2 2 571 U2 AR P g B e s — A
#i% (nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide, NAD+) 7K, M Tij
g b 2 8% 2 AL (sirtuin-2,, STRT2) Y 635 5 14
I S AE A AR A AR . A, 2K TR A ] i
{23 p65 L £ AL KA ] NF-wB B8 57 2 A A%
NI R

T IR IRIESE & B, 45T T2DM 45 Jf: NAFLD 8%
FK I R 48 S, A BORE AL I 2D & T ARG
ZIRIE S R S HE C K B C RN TG s R
il PR 1 AR KT FEE B 2R ST HE 5038 3 AR
e %5 B B AR K OF T e , 32R I OK TR AT gl
T2DM 4 Jf NAFLD 35 (1% Jj& & Z 8T . 1l A2 i 20
AE™ . XK T TE A AE IR YT T2DM & Jf NAFLD
BE AR HZ
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2.7 KKBEIEIRITHRERBMEOALR

W BRI PEC UL (diabetic cardiomyopathy , DCM ) J&
PR PRI 5 RS O LI A2, O UL JEE AR R 3 L R E
2 Ji 8 T G L R] BT 2R 4 R & DCM 1Y 3 AR AED
Meng 255 D8 PR O LT AR BT R BRI & B, 7K
TR T AEAR K LA Smad 7 K, I RE AR TGF-
B:.p-Smad 2 Fl p-Smad 3 (7K, 42 O WLEF 41k, B
DIRE, $E 7R K 6 s fE 1 i B AR O I TGF-B. . p-
Smad2/3 7K V- IR 5 Smad 7 7K - He yi 40 WILEF 4 AL Al
e TR

B G BE L 1 (sphingosine kinase 1, Sphkl) 3 [F 1
Z2 R T R A AR T A5 B DR R I A I A E
JUEZIE R R AR AL W AT R A R i 5 L
ol ST g B g R UIRH OGP, A 2 i e A
Sphicl FE R TR ARG S HIC2 4, BIFFE /K K8 2 Xf
LR L R R SRS AR OC R SR BN TR b
ST, 7K W R ] R v O LA Sphkl BE
B W PR 5 S0 UL 19 5, DA 17T 28 K 24 i
B, RO LA

DL A TF 5T A T K s 1 5 PR R )
298 PRI R AR B T B g A IR AR
FE DRI RR (R 1), HIER T /K C# = Re s A R
X Ll PRI H R AE

F1 KIEBEIEXNANEERKRH L LENIERE

SR LRI,
Q)M DL Sphk1 SR FIRESEE BT R ONARI A
3 BEERE

KRB TEAE R — R L S5, B RAFAAY)
T, e S P 1 IR 7K1 B s G2 0 D TR AT
JURERT S ASSCERIR 1K BT TR IR S IR S T A
E AV FHAL] BB HE R , JERRRIE A A AL 2245 B
5 BR-oc 235 0 -+ 38 - - - el B R E 2 1 I
SRR A JTREIE Ik 22 A i/ A R R PR A DG
KAE o T340, K CEI T B A2 et R R
UULERTAS Y751 B ALl o SRR s = i L
FFREE ™ B, KR T — R BT T AR 1 e

fipizal] TR ik

RN RE (1) RS GLP-IRPKA 5 S I MAPPA RO [18-19]
(2)0 o T LS FERRR B IN IR ATIGE-IR A

R IR e E LA T ATHDACS ik AT 1 1]

IR L NIRRT A Bax, caspase-3 Hlcaspase-9 B FE3% IS IR (3]
HBel-2fiFk

DN (1) Ak 2 BATIFEN p-GSK-3B Bax &M caspase-3 KT [26-27)
()R TGR-p kT Ji B A4t

IR R IDH, 3iE TR EEE A p62, S8 FWEEE 1 Beclin-1 FILC3-TULC- T30 [30]
FIBERL

BIRIEMERA W AGES T FIA KRR B3]

TER (1A RR AR s T CD36 ik [34]
(2 NF-B A L AR R AR F TNPo ATIL-1B s

HRAEATSE (136D PARP-1 A AR NAD K NI LT SIRT2 3k, [35-36)
()33 p65 25 1 Bk Ao NF-xB E5 i, MR 94

SRR DA (1)FEIG0 A TGF-B, A p-Smad 237K 4% Smad /T R LAL  [38,40]
(
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